Programme of Inquiry – IPS Hilversum 2019 -2020

Year Group/Age

Early Years
4 – 5 year olds

Group 2

Who we are
An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and
values; personal, physical, mental, social and
spiritual health; human relationships including
families, friends, communities and cultures; rights
and responsibilities; what it means to be human.

How we express ourselves
An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and
express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and
values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend
and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the
aesthetic.

How we organise ourselves
An inquiry into the interconnectedness of humanmade systems and communities; the structure and
function of organizations; societal decisionmaking; economic activities and their impact on
humankind and the environment.

Central Idea: An individual's family relationships,
cultures and experiences help to shape personal
identity

Central Idea: Sharing ideas and feelings through
the arts enables communication and personal
reflection.

Central Idea: School communities are made up of
different people and places that help understand
the needs of the people who work and study
there.

Key Concepts: Form, causation, connection
Related Concepts: identity, belonging,
relationships

Key Concepts: connection, form, perspective
Related Concepts: exploring, expression,
imagination

Lines of Inquiry:
Physical, social and emotional characteristics
Personal abilities and interests
How families influence who we become

Lines of Inquiry:
Rhymes, songs and stories
Using our imagination to create scenarios
Using the arts to communicate meaning

Lines of Inquiry:
The functions of people and places in our school
community
An individual's place within the school, can change
over time
There is a collective responsibility to look after our
school and create a positive learning environment.

Central Idea: Developing and maintaining
relationships involves understanding ourselves
and those around us.

Central Idea: Exploring nature through the eyes of
an artist deepens the experience, appreciation and
enjoyment of it.

Central Idea: Many products go through a process
of change before they are consumed or used.

Central Idea: Homes reflect cultural influences and
local conditions.

Central Idea: All living things go through a process
of change.

Key Concepts: function, causation, perspective
Related Concepts: belonging, conflict resolution,
relationships

Key Concepts: form, perspective
Related Concepts: interpretation, interaction,
imagination

Key Concepts: change, connection, responsibility
Related Concepts: Changes of state, properties
and uses of materials

Key Concepts: Form, Connection, Perspective
Related Concepts: needs, ownership, locality

Key Concepts: causation, change, connection
Related Concepts: Cycles, Transformation

Lines of Inquiry:
Features of a home
Homes reflect family values and local culture
How people live is determined by local conditions

Lines of Inquiry:
Patterns of growth
How living things change over their lifetimes
Factors that influence life cycles

Central Idea: The interpretation of artefacts
contributes to the understanding of peoples
histories

Central Idea: The activity of living things respond
to the Earth’s natural cycles

Central Idea: People can establish practices in
order to contribute to the conservation of species.

Key Concepts: Form Causation
Related Concepts: Systems, Seasons

Key Concepts: responsibility, causation
Related Concepts: conservation, sustainability

Lines of Inquiry:
How people analyse artefacts
How artefacts contribute to our understanding of
the past
Why people keep artefacts

Lines of Inquiry:
Natural cycles (e.g. night and day, weather
patterns, seasons)
Patterns of behaviour in living things related to
Earth’s natural cycles.
How people and living things respond to earth’s
natural cycles

Lines of Inquiry:
The reasons or theories for certain species
becoming extinct.
The reasons why certain species are endangered
Our responsibilities regarding conservation and
sharing resources

Central Idea: Human settlements form and change
in response to Earth's physical geography.

Central Idea: The Earth is part of a vast and
complex system.

Central Idea: Water is a finite resource that needs
to be conserved for the benefit of all living things.

Key Concepts: causation, connection
Related Concepts: geography, settlement,
modification

Key Concepts: form, connection,
Related Concepts: Atmosphere, Climate, Gravity,
Space Systems

Key Concepts: causation, responsibility
Related Concepts: Systems, Water Cycle,
Sustainability

Lines of Inquiry:
Variability of physical geography around the world
The relationship between location and settlement
The impact of settlements on physical geography
throughout time

Lines of Inquiry:
Uniqueness of the Earth
How the different parts of the solar system work
together
The advancements of space technology and
exploration

Lines of Inquiry:
Origins of water
How we use water
Causes of global water shortages
Responsibility towards water conservation

5 – 6 year olds
Lines of Inquiry: ·
How we develop relationships
How relationships affect us
Roles and behaviours within relationships

Lines of Inquiry:
Patterns in nature
Exploration of the natural world
Nature as inspiration for creating art

Central Idea: Choices people make affect their
health and well-being.

Central Idea: People create and tell stories to
communicate with each other and share their
identity

Key Concepts: Connection, causation,
Related Concepts: rest, improvement, growth,
stress
Group 3
6 – 7 year olds

Lines of Inquiry:
What it means to have a balanced lifestyle
How the choices we make affect our health
Benefits of mindfulness

Central Idea: Awareness of cultural differences
helps people develop a better understanding of
themselves and others.

Group 4
7 – 8 year olds

Key Concepts: Perspective, connection
Related Concepts: Communication, creating,
interpretation, performance
Lines of Inquiry:
Different reasons people create stories
Effective stories are constructed to include certain
elements
Stories are shared across cultures in a variety of
ways

Central Idea: People use diverse art forms to
express uniqueness.

Key Concepts: perspective, connection
Related Concepts: identity, diversity, culture

Key Concepts: form, perspective, change
Related Concepts: perception, self-expression,
creativity

Lines of Inquiry:
What makes a country your home
The ways in which we identify our own culture/s
The way in which people observe significant
events in their culture

Lines of Inquiry:
Expressing our individuality through the arts
The diverse ways in which people express
themselves
The role of art and culture in society

Where we are in place and time
An inquiry into orientation in place and time;
personal histories; homes and journeys; the
discoveries, explorations and migrations of
humankind; the relationships between and the
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations,
from local and global perspectives.

How the world works
An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the
interaction between the natural world (physical
and biological) and human societies; how humans
use their understanding of scientific principles; the
impact of scientific and technological advances on
society and on the environment.

Central Idea: Living things depend on certain
requirements in order to grow and stay healthy.
Key Concepts: connection, perspective, function
Related Concepts: discovery, habitat, growth

Key Concepts: function, change, responsibility
Related Concepts: discovery, organisation

Lines of Inquiry:
Origins of products
Changes products go through
Distribution of products

Central Idea: People create organisations to solve
problems and achieve common goals.
Key Concepts: function, responsibility
Related Concepts: cooperation, communication
Lines of Inquiry:
The purpose of organisations
Strategies for problem solving within an
organisation
What makes organisations successful

Central Idea: Signs, symbols and sounds are part
of human-made systems that facilitate local and
global communication.
Key Concepts: form, function, connection
Related Concepts: Communication, Pattern,
Networks
Lines of Inquiry:
Iconography
How visual language facilitates communication
Specialised systems of communication

Sharing the planet
An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the
struggle to share finite resources with other
people and with other living things; communities
and the relationships within and between them;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict
resolution.

Lines of Inquiry:
Characteristics of living things
Our needs and the needs of other living things
Our responsibilities for the well-being of other
living things

Key Concepts: change, form, connection
Related Concepts: discovery, history, exploration

Central Idea: The effective interactions between
human body systems contribute to health and
survival.

Group 5
8 – 9 year olds

Key Concepts: Function, connection,
responsibility,
Related Concepts: Systems, interdependence,
health,
Lines of Inquiry:
Body systems and how they work
The interdependence between body systems
The impact of lifestyle choices on the body

Central Idea: Awareness of human characteristics,
abilities and interests informs one's learning and
development.

Group 6
9 – 10 year olds

Group 7
10 – 11
year olds

Group 8
11 – 12
year olds

Key Concepts: Form, perspective, change
Related Concepts: Identity, growth, needs,
behaviours, self and ownership
Lines of Inquiry:
Parts of the brain and their functions
The ways mental, social and emotional
characteristics influence personal abilities and
interests
The ways we grow as learners

Central Idea: Mediums can be used to evoke
emotions and develop perspectives

Central Idea: People play different roles in the
communities to which they belong.

Central Idea: Human migration is a response to
challenges, risks and opportunities.

Key Concepts: Form, function, perspective
Related Concepts: Performance, imagination,
techniques

Key Concepts: Form, connection, responsibility
Related Concepts: Communications, cooperation

Key Concepts: causation, connection, perspective
Related Concepts: Civilization, migration,
consequences

Lines of Inquiry:
The journey from idea to film is a collaborative,
artistic process.
The different techniques filmmakers use.
The ways in which people respond to film.

Lines of Inquiry:
Roles and responsibilities within communities
Services needed to support a community
School, local and global communities

Central Idea: People can create or manipulate
messages to target specific audiences.

Central Idea: Technology continuously changes
society within the world of work and leisure

Key Concepts: Function, perspective, responsibility
Related Concepts: Media, advertising,
Interpretation, Techniques

Key Concepts: Function, causation, change
Related Concepts: Innovation, Progress

Lines of Inquiry:
How images, text and music are used to influence
behaviour of target audiences
Critical evaluation of messages presented in the
media
How people respond to messages

Lines of Inquiry:
Thinking and working like an inventor
The technology and inventions of the home,
workplace and leisure activities of today
Positive and negative impact of inventions

Central Idea: Changes people experience at
different stages of their lives affect their evolving
sense of self.

Central Idea: Creating and responding to art
develops understanding of ourselves and the
world around us.

Central Idea: Economic activity relies on systems
of production, exchange and consumption of
goods and services.

Key Concepts: change, Responsibility
Related Concepts: Image, Self-regulation,
Sexuality

Key Concepts: Connection, Perspective,
Related Concepts: Interpretation, Techniques,
Communication of message

Key Concepts: Function, Connection,
Responsibility
Related Concepts: consumption, distribution,
sustainability

Lines of Inquiry:
The physical, social and emotional changes that
occur throughout life;
Factors that influence our identity and well-being
during adolescence;
Establishing and maintaining healthy relationships
(including on social media)

Lines of Inquiry:
Personal preference and appreciation of art
How learning about arts develops appreciation
The contexts in which artworks were created

Central Idea: Systems that define beliefs and
values offer explanations about the world around
us and what it means to be human.

Central Idea: Identity reflects and expresses
choices and behaviour

Key Concepts: Perspective, Responsibility,
Connection
Related Concepts: Character, Heritage, Spirituality
Lines of Inquiry:
Similarities and differences between belief
systems (secular and faith-based)
How beliefs and values contribute to the
formation and actions of communities
The impact of spiritual traditions on society

Key Concepts: Connection, Form
Related Concepts: Identity, Status, Prejudice
Lines of Inquiry:
How appearance and behaviour influence our
perception of others
The influence of cultural and social norms on how
we choose to present ourselves
Fashion as a form of expression

Lines of Inquiry:
The role of supply and demand
The distribution of goods and services
Our responsibility as entrepreneurs

Central Idea: Governmental systems and
decisions can promote or deny equal
opportunities and social justice
Key Concepts: Responsibility, Function, Form
Related Concepts: Governments, Networks,
Legislation
Lines of Inquiry:
How organisational systems function
Interdependency of organisations and economic
systems
Responsibilities of governments and citizens

Central Idea: There are different forms of matter
which can be changed and measured in a variety
of ways.

Central Idea: When interacting with natural
ecosystems, humans make choices that have an
impact on other living things.

Key Concepts: Form, causation, change
Related Concepts: Changes of state, properties,
chemical and physical changes

Key Concepts: Causation, change, perspective
Related Concepts: Conservation, systems,
interdependence

Lines of Inquiry:
Properties of States of matter
Conditions, both natural and artificial, that cause
change in states of matter
The Scientific Method is an ongoing process

Lines of Inquiry:
the interdependence between living things and
natural habitats
Impact of human choices on living things
Our responsibility for natural habitats

Central Idea: Learning about previous generations
helps people understand the relationship between
the past and present

Central Idea: Natural features of the Earth have
been formed over time and are still changing,
which impacts human life.

Central Idea: People can make choices to support
the sustainability of the earth’s resources.

Key Concepts: causation, change, connection
Related Concepts: Chronology, Discovery, History

Key Concepts: Form, change and connection
Related Concepts: Geography, Tectonic plate
movement, geology

Lines of Inquiry:
Reasons for emigration (pushes)
Reasons for immigration (pulls)
Major patterns in migration (now and historically)

Key Concepts: Function, causation, responsibility
Related Concepts: Renewable and non-renewable
energy sources, resources, sustainability

Lines of Inquiry:
Way to find about the past
How aspects of the past still influence us today.
Why some behaviours and practices have changed
or remained the same over time

Lines of Inquiry:
The inter-related components of the Earth
Changes in world conditions
The impact of changes on humans

Central Idea: Evidence of past civilizations can be
used to make connections to present-day societies

Central Idea: Energy may be converted,
transformed and used to support human progress.

Key Concepts: Form, Change, Connection
Related Concepts: -Civilization, Historical cycles,
Progress

Key Concepts: Change, function, Responsibility
Related Concepts: Conservation of energy,
Efficiency, Forms of energy, Transformation of
energy, Power

Key Concepts: Perspective, Causation, Form
Related Concepts: power, equality

Lines of Inquiry:
Different forms of energy (renewable and nonrenewable)
Origins, storage and transfer of energy
Sustainable energy practices (individual, global)

Lines of Inquiry:
Causes of unequal distribution of wealth and
power.
The effect of unequal access to resources and
opportunities.
Efforts to address the disparity in resource
distribution.

Lines of Inquiry:
Characteristics of civilisations and societies
Connections between past and present
Processes involved in collecting, analysing and
validating evidence

Central Idea: Exploration leads to discoveries,
opportunities and new understandings.
Key Concepts: Causation, Connection, Change
Related Concepts: Navigation, Colonialism,
Power, Wealth
Lines of Inquiry:
Reasons for explorations (historical and personal)
How explorations have taken place over time
The impact of exploration.

Central Idea: Materials undergo permanent or
temporary changes which pose challenges and
provides benefits for society and the environment.
Key Concepts: Form, change, responsibility
Related Concepts: properties and uses of
materials, sustainability
Lines of Inquiry:
The inherent properties of materials
Practical applications and implications of change in
materials
Ethical dilemmas associated with manufacturing
processes and by-products

Lines of Inquiry:
Earth’s resources
Impact of people’s choices on the environment
and each other.
The struggle between meeting human demand
and the availability of resources

Central Idea: Distribution of wealth affects
communities’ and individuals’ access to equal
opportunities.

Central Idea: Finding peaceful solutions to conflict
leads to a better quality of human life.
Key Concepts: Perspective, Responsibility
Related Concepts: Conflict, Justice
Lines of Inquiry:
The principles of human rights and social justice
Causes of conflict and how conflicts can be
resolved
Final LOI to be chosen from student questions

